As a whole, The Marriage of Faith reads very much like a series of articles that have been woven together with the frail thread of 'community.' At times, she employs weak methodologies, uses non-academic sources and has omitted fundamental academic ones, such as Abrams' Natural Supernaturalism when discussing Wordsworth's religious views. Her omissions also include the vital communities and marriage in 'Home at Grasmere' and 'Nutting', and Austen's lesser known works. Furthermore, the text contains several typos, the most notable being a quotation from Wordsworth's The Exclusion [sic] and a consistent misspelling of Deeanne Westbrook's name.
Dabundo's book is exemplary of the problems surrounding studies in literature and theology -namely, a conflation of a profession of faith which is actively sought out in the work, with the genuine study of the text as text. The nature of religion is such that it canand does -permeate all aspects of human life, and can thus be 'read into' any literary text. Just as psychoanalysis or deconstruction can be, correctly or incorrectly, used to provide a specific reading, so can religion provide a stretched lens. Overall, though often wanting and underdeveloped, Dabundo's study opens up questions that merit further consideration and discussion.
Judyta Frodyma St Catherine's College, Oxford

